
Am 5.30 ar fore'r 22ain o Dachwedd, fe gyrhaeddodd
rheolwr y Lofa y Wythïen Dwy Droedfedd Naw Modfedd
yng nghwmni goruchwyliwr shifft y bore. Roedden nhw
am archwilio difrod wedi'i achosi gan doeon yn cwympo
yn yr ardal honno. Penderfynwyd codi ymbarél o fwâu 10
troedfedd wedi'u gorchuddio â deunydd pren lapio ac
ynysu. Aethpwyd ati â cheibiau niwmatig i chwalu'r tair

tunnell o garreg, a dechreuodd gwaith codi'r bwâu dur.  

Yn y cyfamser, roedd y dynion a weithiai ar shifft y bore wedi dechrau
cyrraedd man cyfarfod y ffordd cyflenwi ar y chwith. Cafodd rhai o'r
dynion hyn eu galw ymlaen i gynorthwyo gyda'r gwaith, a dywedwyd wrth
y lleill i aros yn y man cyfarfod nes iddynt dderbyn cyfarwyddiadau
pellach.  

Erbyn tua 7.15yb, roedd tri o'r bwâu 10 troedfedd wedi cael eu codi.
Roedd cyfanswm o 14 o bobl yn cymryd rhan yn y gwaith. Roedd dau
weithiwr yn sefyll ar lwyfan, yn tynhau'r byllt cynffon pysgod, ac roedd
pedwar o weithwyr eraill yn dal coesau'r bwâu. Roedd dirprwy'r shifft nos
wedi mynd yn ôl yn y ffordd ryw 30 o lathenni hyd at bwynt lle'r oedd
atgyweiriwr yn paratoi croeslathau pren i'w defnyddio rhwng y bwâu.
Safai'r lleill gerllaw, yn barod i orchuddio'r bwâu â deunydd pren lapio ac
ynysu. Dyna'r foment y disgynnodd rhagor o gerrig o'r ceudod. 

Roedd rhyw ddwy dunnell o garreg wedi disgyn, y rhan fwyaf mewn un
darn mawr. Daeth fflam sydyn yr union eiliad honno. Fe dystiodd un o'r
gweithwyr ar y llwyfan wedyn iddo glywed y garreg yn disgyn, ac iddo
neidio o'r llwyfan. Gwelodd y fflam wrth iddo neidio. Datganodd fod y
garreg wedi disgyn yr eiliad y gwelwyd y fflam.  

Llifodd chwa o fflamau dros bob un oedd yno, a dioddefodd rhai
losgiadau difrifol. Bu farw rhai o'u llosgiadau yn y fan a'r lle, ac eraill yn
ddiweddarach yn yr ysbyty. 

Trychineb Glofa
Lewis Merthyr

The Lewis Merthyr
Colliery Disaster

Ar ddiwrnod tyngedfennol yr 22ain o Dachwedd 1956, cafodd Glofa Lewis Merthyr ei hysigo gan
ffrwydrad tua 7:15yb. Cafodd dau berson eu lladd o ganlyniad i'r ffrwydron, a bu farw saith yn
ddiweddarach o'u hanafiadau. Cafodd pump o bobl eu hanafu.  

On the fateful day of the 22nd November 1956, at around 7.15am an explosion occurred at the Lewis
Merthyr Colliery. As a result of the explosion two persons were killed and seven others died of their
injuries. Five other persons were injured.  

At 5:30 am on the morning of the 22nd November, the
colliery manager, accompanied by the morning shift
overman, arrived at the Two Feet Nine seem to inspect
damage caused by the latest of a number of roof falls in
that area. It was decided to erect an ‘umbrella’ of 10-feet
arches covered by wood lagging. The 3 ton of stone
which had fallen was broken up by pneumatic picks and

the work of erecting the steel arches began. 

Meanwhile, the men employed on the morning shift had begun to reach
the meeting station at the junction of the left hand supply road. A few of
these men were brought forward to assist with the work and the
remainder told to stay at the meeting station until they received further
instructions. 

By about 7.15 am three of the 10-feet arches had been erected. A total of
fourteen persons were engaged in the work. Two workmen were
standing on a staging, tightening the fishplate bolts, and four others
were holding the legs of the arches. The night shift deputy had gone
back in the road some 30 yards to a point where a repairer was
preparing wood struts for use between the arches. The others were
standing, prepared to cover the arches with wood lagging. At this point,
a further fall occurred from the cavity. 

The fall was of some two tons of stone, most of it in one piece. Almost
coincident with the fall there was a flame. One of the workmen on the
staging stated in evidence that he heard the fall and jumped from the
staging. As he jumped he saw the flame. He stated that that fall and
flame were simultaneous. 

All the persons present were enveloped in flames and suffered severe
burns. Two died from their burns at the scene and seven others died
later in hospital.
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Dyma'r dynion a gollodd eu bywydau'r 
diwrnod hwnnw:
E. Howells, Gofalwr Twrbin, 17 oed
S. Thomas, Goruchwyliwr, 69 oed
A. Atkins, Glöwr, 40 oed
T. Davies, Pen-gweithiwr, 38 oed
A. R. Fox, Rheolwr, 41 oed
G. Jones, Goruchwyliwr, 36 oed
R. Jones, Atgyweiriwr, 57 oed
J. H. Mills, Atgyweiriwr, 35 oed
P. Profitt, Atgyweiriwr, 22 oed

The men who lost their lives that day were:

E. Howells, Turbine Attendant, aged 17
S. Thomas, Overman, aged 69
A. Atkins, Collier, aged 40
T. Davies, Chargeman, aged 38
A. R. Fox, Manager, aged 41
G. Jones, Overman, aged 36
R. Jones, Repairer, aged 57
J. H. Mills, Repairer, aged 35
P. Profitt, Repairer, aged 22
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